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Dear Fellow Quilters,

Please be sure to mark your calendars for our end of the year parties;
either June 2nd (day) or June 6th (night).  There is always a wonderful
array of food and a great chance to visit — usually a prize or two also!
As a chance to show our appreciation for their generous support, we will
invite the church staff to join us.

Have you checked out our website lately?  Pam Wilson, Monica Thomas
and their committee have really kept it fluid with many changes and
updates.  I’ve really enjoyed the quilt gallery and the “Who sews here?”
contest!  For those without internet access, we will post the photos at
the meetings so you can participate also.

There will be several activities on May 14th.
1. A board meeting at 9 am in the area we use for our silent auction.
2. From 11 am to noon, retreat participants are invited to a fabric

swap to build the variety of batiks they use in the retreat class,
“Tessellating Stars”.  The supply list calls for 41 different strips
cut 1 2” x the width of the fabric.  The swap will hopefully
provide everyone with a large variety without the need to buy
more than a few pieces.  However, the option is also available to
render this pattern in just a couple of colors (one light, one dark)

1. From 9-2:30 we will have a self-guided sew in.  Great chance to
finish a project of your choice!  Because the church has another
activity beginning at 3, we must be ready to leave at the
scheduled time.

We have a few openings for this summer’s retreat.  Please consider
joining the fun!  If you are a new member, this is a great way to get to
know new friends better amid muchmuchmuchmuchmuch laughter.  Everyone has the option of
taking the featured class, working on their own project, or sitting in a
hammock reading a great book.

Irma Bast
President
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New slate of officers announced
The nominating committees announced the
following slate of officers, and have closed
their nominations.

Pres:  Irma Bast
VP:  Night: Nancy Evans;  Day: Joyce
Ritter
Treasurer: Night: Carol Roberts;  Day:
Carolyn May
Secretary:  Night: Emily Sadowski;   Day:
Lauren Swanger

At the second meeting in May for each group
(May 9 & May 12) the V.P.’s will ask for any
nominations from the floor. The voting for
officers will take place at the that meeting.

Pieceful Weekend Retreat
Plans are being finalized for this summer’s
weekend retreat. The retreat will be held at
Rising Phoenix and Town Hill Bed and

Breakfast. The
teacher for the
retreat is Gyleen
Fitzgerald who has
been published in
“Quilt Magazine”.
The total cost for
the retreat is $190
and is due June 1.

It includes room, 5 great meals and the
class, not to mention a weekend of laughter,
friendship, and quilting. Rooms are being
assigned so if you haven’t gotten yours, see
Irma Bast or Carol Roberts. There is still
room to sign up so if you want to go, talk to
Carol or Irma.

For those who will be making the Batik Star
Tessellation quilt, the quilt requires 41
different fabrics cut 1 2” by the width of
the fabric (or two 1 2” strips if cut from
fat quarters). To help collect the needed
strips, we will be having a fabric swap at the
sew-in. We will meet at 11 am to exchange
the 1 2” strips. Bring 41 (or however many
you wish to exchange) from 3 or more
fabrics. Please do your best to cut the strips
accurately.

Quilts for Wounded Soldiers Project
Ends
The Quilt Guild of Southern Maryland has
thanked us for our support of their project
to provide quilts for the wounded military
personnel as they return from overseas.
Because the numbers of wounded Americans
have decreased significantly and they don’t
want to have unused quilts stockpiled, they
will close the project on May 1, 2005. If you
are in the process of finishing a quilt for this
purpose, they suggest you donate them to a
V.A. hospital or other similar facility. If you
would like a quilt to go to Walter Reed, Bonnie
Dank has offered to deliver them; please
contact her directly. Many thanks to Joyce
Ritter and Carolyn May for collecting and
delivering the many quilts we have donated to
this cause!

Love Quilts - Day Group
All Love Quilts you may have at home to
complete binding
should be turned in
to Maria O’Haver
by the end of May
at the latest. We’d
like to include as
many completed
quilts as possible in
this June’s
donation to local
charities, rather
than store them
for next year.
There are still a small number of quilt kits
available, so continue working on those (no
deadline for pieced tops). Although May 6 is
our last tying day until after the summer,
we�will start�collecting tops for next Fall.

Chantilly Trip June 4, 2005
Jean Webster would like all money to her by
May 20, 2005.

Quilting tip
From Eleanor Fabiszak and Jackie Hall. Those
members who help tie the Love Quilts might
be interested in the continuous square-knot



stitch that moves quickly along rows from
one end to the other. You stitch and tie
knots until your yarn runs out, then all that is
left to do is cut the yarn the desired length
between the rows.

To do this follow these steps:
1. Use a needle that puts a big enough

hole in the fabric and batting to allow
the thread through without pulling
the batting to the surface of the
quilt.

2. Cut a single length of thread the
desired length and thread the needle.
At the desired spot for the first
knot, take a 4 inch long stitch
through all three layers of the quilt.

3. Leaving a 2-inch tail, tie a square knot
but DO NOT CUT THE YARN. Make a
square knot using the threaded needle
and the 2 inch tail. Remember, left
over right, around and through, right
over left around and through.

4. Move the needle to the next knot area
about 3 to 4 inches away. Take
another 4 inch stitch and loop the
yarn in the needle over, then under,
the string between the first knot and
this one. Pull the yarn tight. See
diagram.

5. For the second loop of the square
knot, bring the threaded needle and
the yarn so it loops above the stitch.
Bring the needle under the yarn and
fabric and back over the yarn close to
the first loop made. Bring the needle
through the loop to make the knot.
Pull yarn tight. See diagram below.

6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 to form a row of
square knots. When you have used all
of the yarn on your needle, cut across
row between the knots. Trim yarn to
desired length.

FCQ Members Show Their Work at
HCC Art Gallery
Stitching, beading, dyeing, cutting, layering.
These are just some of the tools that
FiberLectic uses to make fabric come alive.
Faithful Circle members Maggie Muth, Susan
Callahan and Linda
Schiffer, who are
members of
FiberLectic, will be
showing their art quilts
at the Howard
Community College Art
Gallery! Along with
Maggie, Susan and
Linda, LeeAnna Paylor,
and 9 other members
of the group will be
participating in the
show at HCC. Quilts
will be hanging in the
gallery from May 25 –
June 23, with a
reception on Saturday, May 28 from 5-7 PM.
Regular gallery hours are Monday – Friday 9
AM – 8 PM and Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM.  The
art gallery is located on the campus of
Howard Community College on the first floor
of the Administration Building adjacent to
the Smith Theatre lobby. For more
information go to:
www.howardcc.edu/arts_and_humanities.

NQA Membership
Want to know more about the National
Quilting Association? On pages 8 and 9 in
the Faithful Circle 2004-2005 Membership
Directory is valuable information about NQA
and member benefits. NQA was founded in
1970 and Faithful Circle was the 10th

chapter to join. As of last September, there
were over 800 member chapters. As an
NQA chapter, we receive a copy of The



Quilting Quarterly for our library. It’s a
great publication, full of articles and very
few advertisements! Two of our members,
Sandy McDonald and Gayle Sternheim, will be
attending the NQA Quilt show in June (the
longest running national annual quilt show in
the country). Sandy promises to give us a full
report. For more information on NQA and
how to join, see web site: www.nqaquilts.org

E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGE
Pat Heitmann
From meb.5516_quilter@earthlink.net
To 5516.meb_quilter@earthlink.net

Note there is an underscore between meb &
quilter

Quilter of the month
Let’s meet Nelly
Cuellar. She was born
in Brazil and lived
most of her life in
Bolivia. She came to
the US in 1983 and
went to UMUC and
graduated with a
degree in information
systems management.
She was a home
economics teacher in
Bolivia and taught
embroidery for 12 years. She found a FCQ
advertisement in Ocean City with Roma’s
phone number on it. She called Roma and
shortly after joined FCQ. She has been a
member for two years.

Member news
Nancy Meier and a friend went
on a birding trip to Costa Rica in
March. They stayed at a
ecotourism reserve situated in a
pristine and very much out-of-
the-way rain forest. They got
there via a 2 hour tractor ride
followed by a 2.5 hour hike on a
muddy, rocky trail. Once there
they found that the rumors were
true—there was no electricity in
lodge although they had hot

water.  There was only a generator in the
kitchen/dining/social/office area.  Yes, it was
rustic, but very much worth it. The rain
forest and its animals are incredible!  Nancy,
her binoculars, and her book got to really
enjoy the hammock on the porch.

Leah Huwich wants to thank everyone for
EVERYTHING�including the hearts, cards, e-
mails and prayers. Your caring and concern has
helped her get through this tough time.
Because of�her chemical reaction to the
chemo, she will be receiving no more chemo
and is now just trying to recover her strength
and looks forward to seeing everyone at
meetings.

Two more bundles of joy arrived on April 19,
2005.  Fran Looper’s Son and daughter-in law
gave birth to twin boys. Justin weighed 8lbs
1oz. And Joseph weighed 8lbs 12oz. The
family, Mom Suzanne and Dad, James and
their sister, Corinne and brother, Jimmy  live
in Mt. Airy. Fran will be a very busy
grandmother. Congratulations!

Irma Bast started a bi-coastal Quilt Guild
when she sent some challenge fabric to her
sister and her daughter. It will be interesting
to see if they are up to the challenge. If Irma
receives the finished project, her dog will be
the judge! His name is Chip Van Gough.

Sherri Kramer and her daughter visited on
Thursday, April 22. She is the Project Linus
coordinator of Howard County. She thanked
us for our support and gave us a report on
Project Linus activities. We gave her a
beautiful quilt for her new baby and Joyce
made one for her daughter. The baby quilt was

made from blocks from our
members, pieced by Carolyn May
and quilted by Joyce Ritter.

Cynthia Porter received a good
report from the doctor last month
and was able to visit her new
grandson, Kai, in California. Sounds
like she has the right medicine for
proper healing.



Betty
Kilroy
May
Birthday
Party

02 Pat Bloomer
02 Maureen Craig
02 Beth Rice
05 Barbara Jean LaNore
06 Edie Candee
10 Dede Edwards
11 Cynthia Hall
12 Margo Cramer
15 Inge Stocklin
18  Mary Shapaka-May
19 Dotty Ernst
22 Sharon Etridge
24 Phyllis Perkins
24 Cheryl Paytas
27 Mary Allulis
28 Freda Atkins
28 Jeanne Smith
31 Amy Murray

March BOM Winner
Genie Corbin won 14 umbrella and flower
blocks in the March BOM.� Participants
were: Linda Bernard (2), Joyce Rozas (2),
Mary Schwartz, Genie Corbin, Eleanor
Fabiszak, Susan Mitchell (2), Frances Looper
(2) and Roma Knee (3).

May 2005 BOM –X-Quisite Sayings &
Hints
Leah hopes you will all participate in this –
her last – BOM. The block is a 6” finished
square (6 2 inch unfinished) with brightly
colored “snowball corners” on 2 opposite
corners. This is an old pattern named the
“x-qusite” block. On the uncovered white
portion of the block, write your favorite

saying or hint. Your favorite quote, saying, or
hint may have to do with quilting or with life.
Leah’s favorite saying is “eat dessert first”,
Susan Mitchell’s favorite quilting hint is
“Nobody will ever notice your mistakes from a
galloping horse”, and Joyce Ritter says, “If it is
worth doing, it is worth doing to excess”.

To make this block you need:
• One 6 2” square of white fabric that can

be written on (do test the fabric – it may
be hard to write on some white on white
fabrics)

• Two 3 2” squares of bright fabric – each
different

• A piece of 6 2” square freezer paper
• Fabric pen

Draw a line on the back of each colored square
from corner to opposite corner. Place the two 3
2’ squares on opposite corners – right side to
right side. Sew from corner to corner of the
bright fabric as shown in the drawing. Press
the portion of each of your 3 2” squares ‘back’
to the corner of the block. Do not cut away the
white portion under the colored corners as the
white exactly establishes the size of the block.
You will now have a white area as shown in the
2nd and 3rd drawings in which you can do your
writing.

Press the freezer paper to the back of the
block to stabilize it as you write on it. You can
draw lines on the freezer paper in a dark color
so that you can see them through the white
fabric. Now write or print in the white area. Do
give credit to the quote’s originator if you know
who that is. And as always – sign the block in
fabric pen so the winner will know who made
the block. If you want to win the blocks –
attach a piece of paper with you name to the
front of the block. Otherwise, attach a piece
of paper with your name to the back of the
block. If you have any questions, all Leah
Hurwich at 410-730-2334 or e-mail her at
melh31o@comcast.net.



Faithful Circle Quilters
       Beth Allendoerfer, Editor
       P. O. Box 6231
       Columbia, MD 21045
       Email: bethdorf@yahoo.com

Faithful Circle Quilters
welcomes anyone

interested in quilts and
quilting.

We meet on Monday
evenings

from 7 to 9 p.m.
AND

Thursday mornings from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

At the
First Presbyterian Church

on
Rt. 108 at Rt. 29
Columbia, MD

Please come join us!

May 5 Love Quilt Tying
May 9 Night officer election
May 14 Sew-in, Board meeting, retreat fabric swap
May 12 Day officer election
May 27 June Newsletter deadline
June 2 End of year Luncheon
June 4 Bus Trip
June 6 End of year Dinner
June 27 July summer lite deadline
July 7 Love quilt kit production
July 22, 23, and 24   FCQ Weekend Retreat
Sept 16 Ft Washington Quilt Show
Oct 7 Lancaster Shopping Bus Trip


