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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
From Sharon Rhoton 
 

Happy Holidays, everyone! We are well into that time of the year 

that my father always referred to as the “silly season” at work – that 

stretch from Veteran’s Day through New Year’s, where not a lot of 

work is done but a lot of fun is had!  I hope you all got through 

Thanksgiving without putting on any pounds, and hope that that will 

still be true by the time January rolls around! 

 

No matter what “flavor” holiday you celebrate in December, try to 

take some time to slip away to your sewing room (or sewing area, or 

sewing dining room table, or whatever…) and spend a little quality 

time with your quilting, away from the hustle and bustle of the 

season.  I know that just an hour or two at my machine, or quietly 

hand sewing, does a wonderful job of rejuvenating me, leaving me 

refreshed and energized for whatever else needs to be done, and I’m 

sure it would do the same for you. So, in between shopping, wrapping, 

cooking, holiday partying, and spending time with friends and family, 

don’t forget to take some time for yourself – you’ll feel better for it!  

Again, happy holidays, and I look forward to seeing you in January! 
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HOLIDAY PARTIES! 

 

Food, fun and fellowship await you for these last meetings of 2010.  Please bring your favorite dish 

to share.  Beverage will be provided.  Help us deck the hall with Holiday and Winter theme quilts, 

wearables, and other handmade projects.  There will be a little surprise for each and every one!  If 

you didn't get a chance to sign-up at the meeting, don't let that stop you.  Bring your appetizer, 

salad, meat, vegetable, or dessert and come join the fun.  

 

Thursday, December 2: Appetizers at 11:30, with lunch to follow at noon.  (If you 

volunteered to help set-up, please arrive at 10:30). 

 

Monday, December 6:  Festivities begin at 7pm.   

 

AND YET ANOTHER HOLIDAY PARTY …. 
From Irma Bast 
 
Please check with Irma if you are interested in joining your FCQ friends for lunch and conversation 

on December 9th at 12:30 at the Brookville Inn in Olney.  Lunch will be a three-course meal that will 

cost $25 plus gratuity and tip.   Payment will be due at the luncheon.  All FCQ members are 

welcome.  Contact Irma Bast at ilb1449@aol.com for more information – spaces are limited! 

 

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS UPDATE 
From Peg McClelland 
 
Thank you everyone who made Christmas Stockings for the church’s outreach program. We donated 

93 stockings.  It was fun to see the wonderful work that everyone did. 

 

We have taken this on as a continuing program, so I will be collecting for next year whenever 

anyone has stockings to donate. I already have three.  

 

MEMBERSHIP  
From Alka Mital  
 
An update to the 2010-11 membership directory will be made available in late January 2011 with 

the members who did not make the September cut-off date. If you still have not renewed your 

membership, please submit your application and fee to Alka Mital or Leigh Eirich by December 31, 

2010 to have your name included in the January update. 

 
 

mailto:ilb1449@aol.com
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FCQ MYSTERY QUILT, PART 3 
From Margaret Minton, day VP 
 

This month's newsletter includes Part 3 of our mystery quilt, Rainbow Connection.  

If you are interested in making a mystery in a smaller size, instructions for a 

Linus-sized version of Rainbow Connection will be available at the meetings.  We 

also hope to put all instructions on the FCQ web site. 

 

FCQ CHALLENGE  
From Nancy Evans, night VP 
 

There is still time to accept Nancy Evans’ challenge for all interested FCQ members.  The 

Challenge Block is Prairie Queen – a block consisting of nine squares.  The center square is square 

piece of fabric.  The center side blocks are four-patch blocks.  The corner blocks are half-square 

triangles.   Go to www.quilterscache.com for a drawing and directions for a 12” square block. For 

those wanting a paper pattern, Challenge criteria as well as block directions are in a red folder in 

the cabinet.   Compositions are due mid-February 2011.   Give it a try! 

 

BUS TRIPS FOR 2011 
From Sandy Lynch (D) and Sheri Thompson (N) 
 

Our first bus trip is to the AQS show in Lancaster, PA on March 18.  Sign up and payment are due 

no later than Feb. 3.  The trips will remain at $40 per person, checks payable to MILLTOWN 

QUILTERS.  Trips with less than 30 signups by 2/3 will be cancelled.  Please contact Sandy 

Lynch or Sheri Thompson to sign up.  

 

NEWS OF INTEREST 

 
New Product Review by Margo Cramer 

 

Karen Kay Buckley has come out with two pairs of wonderful new scissors. One pair has 7-

½” blades and the other pair has 4” blades.  Both sizes have cushioned grips with large 

finger holes that are easy to use and don’t bind or leave grooves in your fingers when you 

have a lot of cutting to do.  The scissors cut equally well both left handed and right 

handed.  

 

The blades are micro-serrated which reduces fraying and cuts beautifully all the way to 

the tip and on the fine slippery fabric as well and the coarser weaves.  The serrated 

blades even tame silk. I spent several hours the other evening using the 4” blade scissors 

for appliqué and what a treat. I could clip inside curves, circles and fine thread and tight 

seam allowances all with equal ease.    

http://www.quilterscache.com/
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Both sizes come with protective covers that fit snugly over the blades so that you don’t 

have to worry about stabbing yourself when you reach into your sewing bag. I have always 

believed that Gingers were the best scissors for quilting, but after trying these I have 

changed my mind.  Karen Kay Buckley’s Perfect Scissors ™ not only work beautifully, but 

area well-priced.  Prices are $19.95 for the 4” blades with their bright green handles and 

$25.95 for the 7 ½” blades with their purple handles.  I think that they would make 

excellent Christmas gifts for any sewers on your list -- not just quilters.  

 

For more information (including a video) or to purchase, see www.karenkaybuckley.com 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Stitches in Season, A Community Quilt Charrette and Holiday Bazaar  

When:  Saturday, December 4th from Noon – 4:30 pm 

Where:  The Banneker Museum, 300 Oella Avenue, (410) 887-1081 

Workshops, reception, vendors.  Learn the art and techniques of how you can document the story 

of your family, church, or event. 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

BBQ 2011 (that’s Bed, Breakfast & Quilt) on the beach in Wildwood, NJ 

When: April 29, 30, and May 1  

3 days, 2 nights, 2 breakfasts and Saturday dinner 

Your choice: classes with top quilting teachers or “do your own thing” 

Cost: $150/person 

For more information and registration, visit: www.doubletroublestudios.com 

Look for the link to “BBQ Weekends” 

 
************************************************************************************ 
 

On June 12, 2011 the New Windsor Heritage Committee in Carroll County is holding a home and 

garden tour.   Dori Batavick, a Village Quilters member, is a member of the organizing committee 

and would like to include artists – painters and quilters - to display their work on the porches of 

some of the homes during the tour.   If you would like to be a part of this event or have any 

questions about it, please call Dori at 410-848-5263 for more information.    

 

          
 

 

http://www.karenkaybuckley.com/
http://www.doubletroublestudios.com/
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DECEMBER BLOCK OF THE MONTH – SNOW FRIENDS 

 
  

Makes 12 ½” block unfinished 

 

Fabrics: 

 

Holiday Print – Cut 1 square 9” x 9” for background  

Red – Cut 1 square 10” x 10”; cut diagonally twice to make 4 triangles  

Appliqué – White, black, red, etc depending on pattern choice and accents you wish to add.  

 

Directions:  

 

1. Sew the long side of a red triangle to the 9” square. The ends of the triangle will extend 

beyond the square. These will be trimmed later. Press the seam toward the triangle.  

(Tip: It helps to finger press the centers of the square and triangle. Match the centers and pin 

carefully.)  

2. Sew another triangle to the opposite side of the 9” square and press the seam toward the 

triangle.  

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 for the remaining triangles. Press seams toward the triangles.  

4. Choose either the penguin or the snowman and trace around the appliqué pattern onto the 

paper side of fusible web. (Snowman appliqué should measure 6-1/2” tall by 4-1/2” wide; 

penguin is 6-1/2” tall by 6” wide.)  Cut around traced pattern. Fuse webbing to the wrong side 

of appropriate colored fabric. This is where your creativity comes in – feel free to add hats, 

scarves, hearts, noses, etc.  

5. Cut out the appliqué shapes. Peel off the paper; place pieces diagonally on the square  

(some pieces will overlap where the dotted line is indicated). When you are happy with the 

placement, fuse onto the square.  

6. Finish raw edges using a machine blanket stitch or close zigzag. You can also embellish with 

buttons, trim, embroidery, etc. at this time. What fun!  
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RAINBOW CONNECTION -  PART 3 

 
Home Plate blocks 
 
Using the 2.5” squares of splash fabric, place one at a corner of a 4.5” background square, 
sew along the diagonal of the small square, and fold the fabric back along the sewn line.  
Trim and press.   
 
Repeat on an adjacent corner of the background square.  Your background square now 
looks like a baseball game’s home plate.    
 
 
Take  out the 4.5” strips of each rainbow color and join each one to the side of home plate 
opposite the triangles.  Press seams towards the background fabric.   
 
Resulting unit should be 6.5” x 4.5”   
 
If you are using your rainbow colors more than once, make four block sets (as above) for 
each time the color is used.  For instance, if you are using six colors, each color will be used 
twice, so you will need two sets of four for each color.  If using only two colors for the 
rainbow, you will need six sets of four each. 
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Faithful Circle Quilters 
Beth Bohac, Editor 

P. O. Box 6231 

Columbia, MD 21045 
 

Email: editor@faithfulcirclequilters.com 
 

 

Faithful Circle Quilters 

welcomes anyone 
interested in quilts and 

quilting. 

 
We meet on Monday 

evenings 

from 7 to 9 pm 
AND 

 

Thursday mornings 
from 

10 am to 2 pm 

At the 
First Presbyterian 

Church on 
Rt. 108 at Rt. 29 

Columbia, MD 

 
 

Please come join us and 

visit our web site at 

www.faithfulcirclequilters
.com 

 

 

 

Betty Kilroy December Birthday List 
 

05 Cheryl Evans 

05 Nancy Meier 

10 Carole Custer 

13  Nancy S. Martin 

13 Carol Patterson 

13 Toby Weismiller 

15 Patricia Lane 

16 Anne Kelly 

18 Carla Ketterer 

19 Kathleen Panzera 

23 Sandy Reading 

23 Sherry Shane 

24 Carol Petranek 

29 Sheva Farkas 

29 Debbie Jensen 

31 Marie Kittelberger 

 

 

CALENDAR 

 
Dec 1 Caring Hands 

Dec 2 Thursday Holiday Party 

Dec 6 Monday Holiday Party 

 

NO LOVE QUILTS IN DECEMBER 

NO MEETINGS IN DECEMBER AFTER THE 

HOLIDAY PARTIES 

 

Jan 3 Monday Love Quilts 

Jan 6 Thursday Love Quilts 

Jan 26 Caring Hands 
 

 

mailto:editor@faithfulcirclequilters.com
http://www.faithfulcirclequilters.com/
http://www.faithfulcirclequilters.com/

